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Yea, sir, after the ferment had lasted three days, every man resumed his post and proceeded as before ; that is to say, they continued to grumble at the war, and yet continued to support it; they retarded every operation in debating the expediency of it, yet agreed to all at last, but so late and in such a manner as seldom failed to render all ineffectual, which will serve to account in a good degree for the loss of the battle of Raucoux, and the feeble attempts which were made towards a diversion, by the Allies on the side of Provence, and by ourselves on that of Brittany, which were the sum of our exploits in the year 1746.
But I cannot dismiss the last of these undertakings without laying before you some particulars which may be necessary to justify the hints which I have dropped in the preceding paragraphs.
When the Broad-Bottom Treaty was concluded, the only stipulation in favour of the public was comprehended in two words, English measures, which were understood to mean an English peace. And to this the noble Duke,* who was at the head of the old Ministers, had explicitly agreed, as well as his brother. But by this time his Grace had discovered, that though he had got possession of the Cabinet he could not be easy in it, unless he offered up the same incense which the late favourite had done before him; and as favour was the sole object he had in view, he resolved to follow it the nearest way. What, therefore, his brother unwillingly submitted to, and often protested against, he openly espoused and sedulously promoted to the extent of his credit and abilities, and with such success, that the new Ministers (his Lordship excepted, * Of Newcastle.